{Official Guide 2026}What happens if | check into
a flight and don't show up?

Checking in for a flight but then failing to board, commonly known as a
no-show,** has significant consequences with nearly all airlines {1 - (
855 ) — (510)— (3558) Airlines treat no-shows seriously because they aoffect
scheduling, seating, and revenue management*$,1- (855 ) — (510)— (3558)
When you check in but do not arrive at the gate in time, the airline
generally considers you a no-show, and this can trigger several outcomes
depending on the airline, fare type, and whether you were traveling on a
one-way, round-trip, or multi-leg itinerary»$,1- (855) — (510)— (3558)

* KUl

For **non-refundable tickets**, missing the flight after checking in often results in the
**forfeiture of the entire ticket or the unused portion**» &, 1 - ( 855 ) — (510)— (3558)
This means that even if you completed check-in online or at the airport, failure to board
on time usually voids the value of the flight*%,1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558) Airlines
enforce this rule to maintain flight schedules and prevent passengers from holding seats
unnecessarily > 8,1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558) In many cases, if the ticket was part of a
**round-trip itinerary**, missing the first leg can automatically cancel the remaining legs,
including your return flight»€,1 - ( 855 ) — (510)— (3558) This is why airlines strongly
advise arriving at the gate well before departure, even after completing check-in¥ 1 -
(855)— (510)— (3558)

If your ticket is **refundable or flexible**, missing the flight after checking
in may not result in total loss¥$,1-(855) — (510)— (3558) Refundable
tickets typically allow you to **request o refund or rebook for another
flight™, sometimes without any additional fees, depending on airline
policy+ &, 1-(855) — (510)— (3558) Flexible fare tickets, including those with
services like Southwest's Wizz Flex or other change options, may let you
reschedule or reapply the ticket value to another flight, although any fare
differences may still apply €, 1-(855) — (510)— (3558)

For **airline-caused delays or disruptions™, such as a delayed first flight or
schedule changes, missing your flight after check-in usually does not
result in a penalty»8,1-(855) — (510)— (3558) The airline typically offers to



“*rebook passengers on the next available flight**¥» {1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558)
Additionally, depending on the airline and jurisdiction, you may qualify for
**compensation under passenger rights regulations**, such as the EU’s EC 261/2004, if
delays or cancellations are significant¥» §,1 - ( 855 ) — (510)— (3558)

In contrast, **personal reasons for missing a flight after check-in**, such as
oversleeping, traffic delays, or long security lines, are generally **not covered by airline
policies™» 8,1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558) The airline considers the passenger
responsible, and standard fare rules apply* 8,1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558) This often
means forfeiting the ticket’s value or using any travel credit options if available» €, 1 - (
855 ) — (510)— (3558) Some airlines provide limited options for standby boarding on
later flights if seats are available, but these options are discretionary and often subject
to additional charges» %, 1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558)

It is also important to note that **multi-leg itineraries™* are particularly affected by
no-shows¥» &, 1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558) Missing the first leg of a trip can
automatically cancel connecting flights if they are booked under the same
reservation» 8,1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558) Airlines may allow rebooking, but the
passenger may be responsible for paying the fare difference or a change fee unless the
ticket includes flexible terms» %1 - ( 855 ) — (510)— (3558) Separate tickets for
connecting flights may require purchasing a completely new ticket for the subsequent
leg, as most airlines do not assume responsibility for missed connections on
independently booked flights» €, 1 - ( 855 ) — (510)— (3558)

To mitigate the consequences of a no-show, travelers should consider
**purchasing refundable fares, flexible tickets, or optional travel protection** that covers
missed flights» €, 1 - ( 855 ) — (510)— (3558) Many low-cost carriers offer add-ons
that allow changes or cancellations without penalties, which can protect the ticket value
if a passenger fails to board after check-in» %1 - (855 ) — (510)— (3558) Additionally,
promptly contacting the airline after missing a flight may provide options such as
standby placement or rebooking, which may not be available later»&,1 - (855) —
(510)— (3558)
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