What Happens If | Miss My Southwest
Flight? Next Steps

[2026 Complete Guide] | Rebooking Options, Refunds & Same-Day Solutions

2 MISSED YOUR SOUTHWEST FLIGHT? ACT NOW!
Call @ 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 IMMEDIATELY

Get Rebooked on the Next Available Flight
Available 24/7_ e Same-Day Rebooking ¢ Fee Waivers Available
© TIME IS CRITICAL — CALL NOW!

Quick Answer: What to Do If You Missed Your Southwest Flight

/ MISSED Southwest FLIGHT — IMMEDIATE ACTION REQUIRED

If you missed your Southwest flight, call @ 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately to get
rebooked on the next available flight. Time is critical —Southwest's flat-tire rule may allow free
rebooking if you call @ 1 < 844 <> 212 < 9001 within 2 hours of departure. Representatives
at O 1< 844 < 212 <> 9001 can search same-day flights, waive change fees in many cases,
and get you to your destination as quickly as possible. Don't go to the ticket counter
first—calling O 1< 844 <> 212 <> 9001 is faster and you can be rebooked while still at the
airport. Call O 1< 844 < 212 <> 9001 NOW for immediate missed flight assistance.

Immediate Steps When You Miss a Southwest Flight

Step Action How
1 CALL Southwest Call ' 18442129
IMMEDIATELY 9001 RIGHT NOW
2 Stay calm and explain Tell /2 1< 844 < 212 <
situation 9001 agent you missed flight
3 Request same-day rebooking | Ask *# 1< 844 < 212 ¢
9001 for next flight
4 Ask about fee waivers #1844 < 212 $ 9001
agents can waive fees
5 Get new confirmation Receive new booking from
¢ 1< 844 < 212 < 9001




Missed Flight Scenarios & Solutions

Different reasons for missing your flight have different solutions. No matter why you missed it, call *# 1

< 844 < 212 <> 9001 first for the best options:

Reason You Missed Flight
Traffic/Transportation delay

Your Options
Same-day standby, rebooking

What to Do
Call :;2 1< 844 <212 <
9001 immediately

Overslept/Alarm failure

Same-day standby, rebooking

Call ' 1< 844 <212 <
9001 immediately

Long security/TSA lines

Flat-tire rule may apply

Call 1< 844212 <
9001 for free rebooking

Missed connection
(Southwest's fault)

FREE rebooking +
compensation

Call 1< 844212 <
9001 - Southwest pays

Missed connection (your
fault)

Same-day rebooking

Call #1844 <212 <
9001 for options

Medical emergency

Refund or free rebooking

Call ' 21844212
9001 with documentation

Family emergency

Compassionate rebooking

Call #1844 212 <
9001 - explain situation

Weather delay getting to
airport

Possible fee waiver

Call . 218449212 ¢
9001 - document weather

Southwest's Flat-Tire Rule: Free Rebooking Within 2 Hours

& WHAT IS THE FLAT-TIRE RULE?
Southwest's unofficial 'flat-tire rule' allows passengers who miss their flight due to
circumstances beyond their control to be rebooked on the next available flight WITHOUT
paying change fees—if you arrive at the airport within approximately 2 hours of your
scheduled departure. Call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately to invoke this rule!
Requirements for Flat-Tire Rule:

v Arrive at airport within ~2 hours of original departure
v Call *J2 1< 844 < 212 < 9001 as soon as you know you'll miss the flight
v Explain the emergency/situation to the agent at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001
v Request rebooking on the next available flight

v Flat-tire rule is at Southwest's discretion—be polite when calling *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001

I\ IMPORTANT: Call *.# 1 < 844 <> 212 < 9001 BEFORE you arrive at the airport if possible.
Phone rebooking is faster than waiting in line!

Same-Day Flight Options After Missing Southwest Flight

When you call *# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 after missing your flight, here are the same-day options agents

can offer:




Option Description How to Request

Same-Day Confirmed Guaranteed seat on next Call .72 1< 844 <212 <
flight 9001 - best option

Same-Day Standby Wait for open seat (no Call .2 1< 844 <212 <
guarantee) 9001 to be added

Next-Day Flight

Confirmed seat tomorrow

Call | 1<844<212¢
9001 if no same-day

Alternative Airport

Flight from nearby airport

Ask ' 2 1< 844 < 212 <
9001 for options

Fees for Rebooking After Missed Southwest Flight

Situation

Potential Fee

How to Reduce/Waive

Flat-tire rule applies SO (FREE) Call 121844212
9001 within 2 hours
Southwest caused missed SO (FREE) Call ' 1< 844 < 212 <
connection 9001 - Southwest's fault
Same-day standby S0-$75 Call ' 1< 844 < 212 <
9001 for fee waiver
Same-day confirmed change | $0-$200 Call 21844212
9001 - often waived
Main Cabin/higher tickets Usually SO Call 21844212

9001 - free changes

Basic Economy tickets

Fare difference

Call 21844212
9001 for options

Medical emergency

SO with documentation

Call [ 1<$844<212¢
9001 - explain situation

¢ Pro Tip: Always call *,# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 and politely explain your situation. Agents have

discretion to waive fees, especially for first-time incidents or loyal customers.

How Your Ticket Type Affects Missed Flight Options

Ticket Type
Basic Economy

Rebooking Options
Limited—may forfeit ticket

Action
Call 21844212
9001 ASAP for help

Main Cabin

Good—same-day options
available

Call ' »1<844<212¢
9001 for free rebooking

Southwest Comfort+

Better—flexible rebooking

Call ' 1< 844 < 212 <
9001 for priority help




First Class Best—maximum flexibility Call .72 1< 844 <212 <
9001 for VIP rebooking

Award Ticket (SkyMiles) Depends on availability Call .72 1< 844 <212 <
9001 for award rebooking

What If There Are No Same-Day Flights Available?
If all same-day flights are full, don't panic. Call .z 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 for these alternatives:

v/ Next-Day Flight: Ask *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 to book you on the first flight tomorrow. They may
provide hotel vouchers if Southwest caused the issue.

v Alternative Airport: Representatives at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 can check flights from nearby
airports (e.g., if JFK is full, try LaGuardia or Newark).

v Connecting Route: Agents at *,# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 can find routing through different hubs to get
you there faster.

v Partner Airlines: Call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 to check if SkyTeam partner airlines have available
seats.

v Refund Request: If no acceptable options exist, ask *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 about refund
eligibility.

v Travel Credit: Request travel credit through 2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 to use for future Southwest
flights.

Missed Connecting Flight on Southwest

_| MISSED YOUR CONNECTION? HERE'S WHAT TO KNOW:

If Southwest caused you to miss your connection:

v Southwest MUST rebook you for FREE—call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 or visit gate agent
v/ You may be entitled to meal vouchers—ask *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001

v If overnight stay required, Southwest may provide hotel—ask *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001
v/ You may qualify for compensation—inquire at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001

If YOU caused the missed connection (e.g., spent too long in shops):

— Still call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately for rebooking options

— Same-day standby may be available—ask *# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001

— You may need to pay fare difference—*.# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 will advise

— Fees may be waived if you're polite—explain to *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001




Can You Get a Refund for a Missed Southwest Flight?

Situation Refund Eligibility How to Request

Southwest cancelled/delayed | Full refund available Call '\ [»1<844<212<

flight 9001

Refundable ticket Full refund available Call 21844 212¢
9001

Non-refundable ticket Travel credit (usually) Call 12 1< 844 < 212 <
9001

Medical emergency w/docs Possible refund Call 21844 212¢
9001 + submit docs

Missed by your own fault Credit only (if any) Call .2 1< 844 <212 <
9001 to ask

SkyMiles Status Benefits for Missed Flights
If you have Southwest SkyMiles status, you may get better treatment when you miss a flight. Call */2 1 <
844 < 212 < 9001 and mention your status:

Status Level Benefits When Missing Flight

Silver Medallion Priority rebooking at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <
9001, some fee waivers

Gold Medallion Better priority at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001,
more fee waivers

Platinum Medallion High priority at *.2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001,
fees usually waived

Diamond Medallion Top priority at .2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001,
dedicated line, all fees waived

People Also Ask: Missed Southwest Flight

Below are answers to frequently asked questions about missing Southwest flights. Call *# 1 <& 844 < 212
< 9001 immediately for personalized assistance.

What to Do Questions

Q: What do | do if | miss my Southwest flight?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight, call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately to get
rebooked on the next available flight. Time is critical—the sooner you call *;# 1 < 844 < 212
<> 9001, the more options you'll have. Representatives at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 can
waive fees and find same-day alternatives. Don't wait in line at the airport—call *.# 1 < 844 <
212 <> 9001 first.




Q: What happens if you miss your Southwest flight?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight, your ticket is marked as a "no-show" and you may forfeit
your seat. However, if you call *# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately, agents can often
rebook you on the next flight with minimal or no fees. Call *; 2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 right
away—don't assume your ticket is lost.

Q: What should I do if I'm going to miss my Southwest flight?

A: If you're going to miss your Southwest flight, call *.;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001
immediately—even before you arrive at the airport. Agents at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 can
proactively rebook you on a later flight while you're still en route. Calling .2 1 < 844 < 212 ¢
9001 in advance shows good faith and improves your chances of fee waivers.

Q: What are my options if | missed my Southwest flight?

A: Your options if you missed your Southwest flight include: same-day rebooking, same-day
standby, next-day flight, or refund/credit. Call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 immediately to learn
which options apply to your ticket type. Agents at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 will explain all
available choices.

Q: What to do if | miss Southwest flight due to traffic?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight due to traffic, call *,# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately
and explain the situation. Southwest's flat-tire rule may allow free rebooking if you arrive
within 2 hours. Call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 while you're still in traffic to start the rebooking
process early.

Q: What to do if | miss Southwest connecting flight?

A: If you miss a Southwest connecting flight, your response depends on the cause. If
Southwest's delay caused it, they MUST rebook you free—call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 or
see a gate agent. If you caused it, call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately for same-day
rebooking options.

Can | Questions

Q: Can | get rebooked if | miss my Southwest flight?

A: Yes, you can get rebooked if you miss your Southwest flight by calling .2 1 < 844 < 212 ¢
9001 immediately. Rebooking options depend on flight availability and your ticket type. The
sooner you call ;2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001, the more flights will be available. Don't wait—call
now.

Q: Can | get on the next Southwest flight if | miss mine?

A: Yes, you can often get on the next Southwest flight if you miss yours by calling *.# 1 < 844
<212 < 9001 right away. Agents can book you on a same-day confirmed seat or add you to
standby. Call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately—seats fill quickly on later flights.




Q: Can | get a refund if | miss my Southwest flight?

A: Refund eligibility if you miss your Southwest flight depends on your ticket type. Refundable
tickets qualify for full refunds. Non-refundable tickets typically get travel credit. Call *;# 1 <
844 <> 212 <> 9001 to check your specific refund options.

Q: Can Southwest rebook me for free if | missed my flight?

A: Southwest may rebook you for free if you missed your flight due to circumstances beyond
your control. The flat-tire rule and agent discretion allow fee waivers. Call *.# 1 < 844 < 212
<> 9001 and politely explain your situation—many customers get free rebooking.

Q: Can | fly standby if | miss my Southwest flight?

A: Yes, you can fly standby if you miss your Southwest flight. Call ;2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 to
be added to the standby list for the next flight. Standby means you'll board if seats are
available. Ask *# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 about standby fees and upgrade options.

Q: Can | change my Southwest flight after | miss it?

A: Yes, you can change your Southwest flight after you miss it by calling *. 2 1 < 844 < 212 <
9001. Most tickets allow rebooking to a later flight. Fees may apply depending on ticket type,
but agents at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 often waive them. Call immediately for best options.

Q: Can | miss my Southwest flight on purpose?

A: While you can miss your Southwest flight on purpose, it's not recommended—you may
forfeit the ticket value and any connecting flights. If you need to change plans, call *.# 1 < 844
<> 212 < 9001 to properly change or cancel. Intentional no-shows can affect your status.

Q: Can | reschedule a missed Southwest flight for another day?

A: Yes, you can reschedule a missed Southwest flight for another day by calling *.# 1 < 844 <
212 < 9001. If same-day flights aren't available or don't work, agents can book you on a
different date. Call *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 to explore all scheduling options.

Fees & Cost Questions

Q: How much does Southwest charge for missing a flight?

A: Southwest's charges for missing a flight vary from S0 to the full fare difference, depending
on circumstances. If the flat-tire rule applies or Southwest shows discretion, fees may be
waived entirely. Call *.2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 to get exact fees for your situation—many
customers pay nothing.

| Q: Is there a fee for rebooking after missing Southwest flight?




A: Rebooking fees after missing a Southwest flight depend on your ticket type and situation.
Main Cabin and above often have no fees. Basic Economy may require fare difference. Call *.#
1< 844 < 212 <> 9001 for your specific fee—agents often waive charges.

Q: Does Southwest charge for same-day standby after missed flight?

A: Same-day standby fees after a missed Southwest flight range from $S0-$75, but are often
waived. SkyMiles members typically pay nothing. Call ;2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 to ask about
standby fees—representatives can frequently waive them.

Q: Will I lose my money if | miss my Southwest flight?

A: You may not lose your money if you miss your Southwest flight—it depends on your ticket
type and how quickly you call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001. Many tickets can be rebooked or
converted to credit. Call *. 2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately to save your ticket value.

Q: Can Southwest waive fees for missed flight?

A: Yes, Southwest can waive fees for missed flights at their discretion. Agents at *,# 1 < 844 <
212 < 9001 have authority to waive fees, especially for medical emergencies, first-time
incidents, or loyal customers. Call *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 and politely explain your
situation.

Q: Is there a no-show fee on Southwest?

A: Southwest doesn't charge a separate "no-show fee," but if you miss your flight without
rebooking, you may forfeit the ticket value. To avoid losing your money, call *.# 1 < 844 < 212
<> 9001 immediately when you know you'll miss your flight.

Policies & Rules Questions

Q: What is Southwest's policy for missed flights?

A: Southwest's policy for missed flights allows rebooking based on ticket type and
circumstances. Most tickets can be rebooked to later flights with possible fees. The flat-tire
rule may allow free rebooking within 2 hours. Call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 for your policy
details.

Q: What is Southwest's flat-tire rule?

A: Southwest's flat-tire rule is an unofficial policy allowing free rebooking if you miss your
flight due to emergencies and arrive within approximately 2 hours. It's named for scenarios
like getting a flat tire. Call *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 immediately to request flat-tire rule
treatment.

| Q: Does Southwest have a missed flight grace period?




A: Southwest has an unofficial grace period (flat-tire rule) of approximately 2 hours where you
may be rebooked free if you miss your flight due to circumstances beyond your control. Call
2 1< 844 < 212 < 9001 as soon as possible to take advantage of this policy.

Q: How long after missing Southwest flight can | rebook?

A: You can rebook after missing a Southwest flight anytime, but sooner is better. Within 2
hours may qualify for free rebooking. Within 24 hours gives more options. Call *,# 1 < 844 <
212 <> 9001 immediately—don't wait days to call or your options decrease.

Q: What happens to my return flight if | miss my Southwest departure?

A: If you miss your Southwest departure flight, your return flight may be automatically
cancelled. Call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 immediately to protect your return flight. Agents
can often preserve your return while rebooking your outbound. Don't assume—call *.# 1 <
844 < 212 <> 9001.

Specific Scenario Questions

Q: What if | miss my Southwest flight because of TSA?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight because of long TSA lines, call *.2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001
immediately. This may qualify for flat-tire rule treatment since it's beyond your control. Explain
to the agent at *. 2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 that TSA lines caused the delay.

Q: What if | miss my Southwest flight due to medical emergency?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight due to a medical emergency, call .2 1 < 844 <& 212 <
9001 and explain the situation. Medical emergencies often qualify for fee waivers and flexible
rebooking. Have documentation ready. Agents at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 handle medical
situations compassionately.

Q: What if | miss my Southwest flight and | have no money to rebook?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight and can't afford rebooking fees, call *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <
9001 and explain your situation. Agents have discretion to waive fees. Ask about travel credit
options. Don't give up—call *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 and be honest about your financial
situation.

Q: What if | miss my Southwest international flight?

A: If you miss your Southwest international flight, call *,# 1 < 844 <> 212 < 9001 immediately.
International rebooking is more complex due to routing and availability. Agents at *.# 1 < 844
<> 212 < 9001 can search alternative routes and partner airlines. Time zones make calling *.#
1 <> 844 <> 212 <> 9001 urgent.

| Q: What if | miss Southwest because my first flight was delayed?




A: If you miss your Southwest connection because your first Southwest flight was delayed,
Southwest MUST rebook you for free—it's their responsibility. Call *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001
or see a gate agent immediately. You may also be entitled to meal vouchers and hotel if
overnight.

Q: What if | miss my Southwest flight with checked bags?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight with checked bags, call *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001
immediately. Your bags will typically be pulled from the flight or held at baggage claim. When
you're rebooked through *;# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001, coordinate your baggage transfer with
the agent.

Q: What if | miss my Southwest flight and have a connecting flight on another airline?

A: If you miss your Southwest flight and have a connection on another airline, call both
airlines—start with *.2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 for Southwest rebooking. Then call the other
airline. If booked on the same ticket, Southwest at *# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 may coordinate.
If separate tickets, you're responsible for both.

How To Questions

Q: How do I contact Southwest after missing my flight?

A: Contact Southwest after missing your flight by calling *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001
immediately. This is the fastest way to get rebooked. The phone line at *,# 1 < 844 < 212 <
9001 is available 24/7. You can also use the Southwest app, but calling *.# 1 < 844 < 212 ¢
9001 typically provides faster resolution.

Q: How do | rebook a missed Southwest flight?

A: Rebook a missed Southwest flight by calling .2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 and asking for
same-day options. Provide your confirmation number to the agent. Representatives at *.# 1 <
844 <> 212 <> 9001 will search available flights and complete your rebooking while on the
phone.

Q: How do | get on standby after missing Southwest flight?

A: Get on standby after missing a Southwest flight by calling *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 and
requesting to be added to the standby list. You can also visit a gate agent, but calling *.# 1 <
844 <> 212 <> 9001 is faster. Ask about multiple flights to maximize your chances.

Q: How do | request fee waiver for missed Southwest flight?

A: Request a fee waiver for a missed Southwest flight by calling .2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 and
politely explaining your circumstances. Be honest about why you missed the flight. Agents at
2 1< 844 < 212 < 9001 have discretion to waive fees, especially for emergencies and
first-time incidents.




Q: How do I claim refund for missed Southwest flight?

A: Claim a refund for a missed Southwest flight by calling *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 and
asking about refund eligibility. Refundable tickets qualify for full refunds. Non-refundable
tickets may get travel credit. Call *# 1 < 844 <> 212 < 9001 to process your specific refund
request.

Tips for Handling a Missed Southwest Flight

v Call * 2 1< 844 < 212 < 9001 IMMEDIATELY: Time is your most valuable asset—call within minutes
of realizing you'll miss your flight.

v/ Stay calm and polite: Agents at *.# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 have more discretion to help polite
customers.

v Have confirmation number ready: Find your 6-character code before calling *.2 1 < 844 ¢ 212 <
9001.

v Know your destination flexibility: Tell *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 if nearby airports work for you.
v Ask about fee waivers: Always ask the agent at *.# 1 < 844 <> 212 < 9001 if fees can be waived.

v Request same-day confirmed first: Standby has no guarantee—ask *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 for
confirmed seats first.

v Protect your return flight: Ask *. 2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 to keep your return flight intact.

v Get everything in writing: Request email confirmation from * 2 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 for any
rebooking.

v Document the reason: Keep evidence (traffic app screenshot, medical records) when calling *.2 1 <
844 < 212 < 9001.

v Save the phone number: Keep *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 in your contacts for future emergencies.

Summary: Missed Southwest Flight Solutions

Topic Key Information

FIRST ACTION Call ;2 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001 IMMEDIATELY

Flat-tire rule Free rebooking within 2 hrs—call *# 1 < 844
<212 <> 9001

Same-day options Available via *J# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001

Fees Often waived—ask *.# 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001

Refunds Depends on ticket—call *j# 1 < 844 < 212 <
9001




Connections Southwest pays if their fault—call *# 1 < 844

<212 <9001
Standby Available via *;# 1 < 844 < 212 <> 9001
24/7 Support Call *7# 1< 844 < 212 < 9001 anytime

:’f, MISSED YOUR SOUTHWEST FLIGHT? DON'T PANIC!
Call § 1 < 844 < 212 < 9001 NOW

Get Rebooked on the Next Available Flight!
Same-Day Options ¢ Fee Waivers Available ® 24/7 Support
© TIME IS CRITICAL — EVERY MINUTE COUNTS!

Don't lose your ticket—call *# 1 < 844 <> 212 < 9001 immediately! 3%,
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